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THE PASTORAL TIMES

CORONER FINDS SYPHON DEATHS
WERE ACCIDENTAL

LEADING HAND “DIRECTED OPERATIONS °
WITH CARE”

‘illiam Jomes and Cornelins William McAuliffe died
at ?;;rrh\:;:n Syphon on December 4 as a result u;jinjnrles
accidentally received when the pile-driving frame oniir» ich they
were working fell to the ground, taking them "'“:dt- ey

is, condensed, was the find- other guy ropes and & m =
!n:ﬁy]esslterﬂar of the coroner, Mr. breeze at the time. The weight
I. R. Mathieson, J.P, after an of the men on the frame should
exhaustive inquiry into the cause be an added advantage to the
of the deaths. j frame not falling. Should one of
He added thai evidence dis- | the men have caught one of the
closed quite definitely that  guy ropes it could have assisted
James Buchanan, a leading | the instability.
hand, had directed operations | He personally knew the eight
with care and had taken all | men and had every confidence in
mecessary precautions in the Leading Hand Buchanan, who
turning of the frame. had been promoted, due to his
A macabre feature of the in- work and character. The other

place 990 times out of 1000 thé looking after two winches and |
machine must fall back instead of | the other three were in charge of
forward. The fifth rope was lead-| Culbert, Bonaddlo and R. Jones,
ing out from the front, with the| As an additional precaution he
machine lying back. Had that) brought an additional guy rope
rope been on the back it would, into use at about » gquarter tol
have held it. five. |

To. Mr Phillips: He would say
the men working on the 12 to 8
shift were the most experienced
men working on the frame.

To the Coroner: He had never
known an acecident of that kind
happen in his experience.

Ross Thompson told the Coro-
ner that when he handed over
to Jim Buchanan  at about 12
mid-night on December 3 all
equipment was in good order and
condition.

Raymond Leonard Jones sald
he was working with Buchanan’s
gang and about 5 am. it was
found necessary to move the guy

Mr, Buchanan described in de-
tall to the Coroner the position
of the frame and of the guys and
winches. Ail the ropes were sec-
ured and the frame was not in
any danger of falling. At 5 a.un.
It was necessary to release one
of the guys he was operating so
it could be shifted to the other
side at the top of the frame, He
called to Hall of his intention to
d@ this. He slackened off the

, unwinding the winch after
first . pulling out the sprag.|
Whilst pulling off the extra rope
he was standing in front of the
winch with his back to 'the
frame. He heard someone call

quest was the scale model pile-
driving frame erected in the
Court House grounds. Guy ropes
were attached and secured to the
ground in the same positions as

men were experienced in that

ropes on top of the frame to al-

type of work in
particularly Thomas Hall. He
did not attach any blame to any
member of the gang, or to any

low the hine to turn further.
The winch on which he was
working was spragged with © an

bar. His brother Barry, Me-

and on turning he saw the
rame falling towards the north-
etn bank. The winch made a

‘when the accident occurred. Ac-
tual winches used were also in
the grounds.

Mr. Harrington (Sydney), ap-
peared for the Water Commis-
slon, Mr. F. L. Kelly for relatives
of C. W. McAuliffe, and Mr, P.

other person.
Mr. Nicholas was cross-exam-

Auliffe and Hall were up on the|If
pile frame. The two first-named
were on top and Hall on a ladder| *

F. Phillips for AW.U. members
wWho were engazed on the shift
when the accident happened.
Detective-Sergt, W. C.
assisted the coroner.

THE EVIDENCE
Mrs, Prederica Bapaume Jean out. .
McAuliffe. widow of Cornelius, He saw four guy ropes leading
William MecAuliffe, said shei from crab winches and fastened
saw her husband | to the top of the pile frame. The
alive at about 1150 p.m.|Winches were anchored to posts
on December 3 last when he left y fast to
for his work at the Lawson Sy- | He also saw a winch attach-
phon. He was in good health and ed to a post with a rope
#pirits,.  They had three chil-ifrom
dren. Her husband had been block
employed by the Water Commis- tened
slon for about 15 months and from top.
was & winch-driver on shift, Were spragged with the
work, !
Water C L i
Eric Sutton Nicholas told the|winch was
Coroner he controls and super-
‘ises all construction work at the |8

it. i

were eight men on the shift in  bably get tangled
question, which, he considered, dle and when the
WaS one man too many. lran 50 fast that the

since the accident he had
made a scale model of the

when he took over at mid-night oo pa
on D ber 3 all the mnmmmm

Mr. Moihnlas described  the f:me :n the
‘working the pile frame and ou
the object of the steel piling at; John William Canobi, con-
the Syphon. One section of pil- struction foreman at the
ing had been completed and it Syphon, said his dutles were to
was to remove the pile| look" after the pile driving ma-
Irame to another location, a d!.s-] chines, to see that all was in or-
tance of about 50 feet. To shift | der and the Job done properly.
the frame it was necessary to The subject frame was con-
take it between wooden piles. | structed on the job and had been

Work was commenced by Bu- (in use for three weeks prior to

chanan's gang, followed by |
Majoor's, Ross Thompson's, and at :—E'Efm:r’:id:n‘]}, f; L:zpeg::gm:::
1150 p.m. on December 3, a shift | 3 and it was then In 000 O
was started again by Buchanan's] der and condition. He approved
Bang. >

Witness visited the job at 845 | the methods being applied to
p.am. on December 3, when every- | :hl[t tr,"f rr:lme. Winches and
thing appeared to be in order,]hgm.s Wwere In good order. When
The frame had just started to|® inspected the frame follow-
lead through the line of timber Iz the accident all the ropes
Plles. Buchanan's gang compris- | Were fastened: correctly. Winch-
ed Thomas Hall, CUff Parker | ©5 Were all spragged with the ex-
Cornelius McAuliffe, Barry Jones, | ¢eption of one, from which the
Ray Jones, Frank Culbert and | *prag had been removed. The
one Bonaddio. He did not see roPe was lying slack and it had
that particular shife, | @ bent handle. The rope was

was in good order and condition, ' . R e
‘The frame was to be moved ta In reply to Mr. Harrington, Mr
the opposite side of the channel, Shattock salg he had gone into

commenced his shift all the equ-
uipment was in the correct posi- ; ; :
tion. The two deceased and Tom thab in future there will always
‘Hall were on the frame. It was|be sufficient winches avaiflable to
their job to change the

ropes to varlous positlons dur the oper-

dpHpa-pn
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a distance of 60 feet. When Mo,_ﬁ”' matter with Foreman Canobt|

|see that the frame is m 17
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the course of the shift. He was = : _‘, :.
Ao atlom. LT s
| :

At 520 am. next day he was
notified of the accident, and
when he arrived at the scene he
saw the frame had fallen in a
north-westerly direction and the
two deceased were Iying at the
head of the frame and the in-
jured man, T. Hall, was near
them. He made an inspection of
the frame and everything  at-
tached to it. All the gear and the
frame had been in gowd order |
prior to the falling, None of the
BUY ropes were broken, Of the
four winches, three were in good
order, but the one on the south-
east corner had no sprag in it,

through a block and up on to a
{frame. When he inspected the
frame the previous day there
were four guy ropes and winches
| in use. After the mecident there
| Was an extra rope fastened to
| the front of the frame.

In reply to a question Mr
Canobl said in his opinion the
cause of the accident was that
there was more lean on the ma-
chine than Leading Hand Buch-
anan thought ang when the rope
was released off the winch, the
men at the top gave it a little
e:(trzl pull to get the slack off the

Witness was of the
that the turning of the frame
had reached a stage where it
was necessary to change the guy |
Topes round. Before doing this,
Leading Hand Buchanan had
evidently leaned the top of the
frame backwards to the south
and, as mn  extra precaution
against falling, had

. and the wen
off balance. The fifth rope dii;
not contribute to the accident, It
Wis a more tieklish Jjob turning
the frame than simply moving it
and he was happy that Buchan.
an was coming on at the time he
did.  Hall was alsp g very good
man. As foreman of the works he

a
subsidiary rope through a hlock
to about’ 15 feet below the top
of the frame.

[The frame was over 60 feet in

the used
Buchanan angd added that tlz‘:
8ear used was the best for that
class of work in N.S.W.

height.]

In his oplnion the frame was
momentarily unsupported when f
the south-east guy rope was re-
leazed owing to the welght of the

To Mr, : Had the fifth
rope been fastened on the other
side It would have acted as A

. The Was
buflt back heavy in the first



